
 
 
 

 

DEAR PARENTS 
Firstly and most importantly, I thought it would be good to let you know what is happening 

in each year group, so here is an update from the year group teams about the lovely work 
being completed in each part of the school.  
 

FOUNDATION STAGE 

We are all enjoying our topic “On the Move” this term in Foundation Stage. So far, we 

have explored under the sea and met many a shark along the 
way. We have travelled all the way to Mexico and Australia on 

our Magic carpet and had a go at making our own 
boomerangs!  
 

Our next adventure will take us “up in the air” when we learn 
all about hot air balloons. We might even have a go at making our very own! We will keep 

you posted on how we get on! 
 

YEAR 1 

Year 1 have been finding out lots of ways we can help our world, inspired by the book 

’10 things I can do to help my world’ by Melanie Walsh . We have been 
learning about the different parts of plants and what their jobs are, what 
plants need to live and we have also been growing our own flowers for 

the garden. The children have used their phonic knowledge and writing 
skills to help write information posters and leaflets.  They have also 

written letters explaining what they think is important about the way we 
treat our world.  The children have really engaged with this topic and 
taken on board many of the points raised. 

 

YEAR 2 

Year Two have been historians this term, learning all about The Great Fire Of London.  They 
have learnt to ask questions, research answers and write a report about what happened 

during and after the great 
fire.  They have also learnt how 
a Tudor house was built and 

have begun to build their own 
Tudor houses, which we will be  
burning towards the end of the 
term.  We have also learnt a song about 1666 and used the Ipads to create a PowerPoint 
presentation. 

 

YEAR 3 

Year 3 have been digging up the past to discover what life was like during the time of The 
Romans. 

 
The children have loved learning about the eruption of Mount 
Vesuvius. They are about to embark on a Design Technology 

project where they will try to recreate Roman life by building 
a Roman villa with mosaic floors and underfloor heating! 
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YEAR 4 

Year 4 had an exciting start to the term as they investigated the arrival of 

Iron Man! 
 

Reading the book by Ted Hughes, the children have made the characters 
come to life using drama freeze frames and direct speech. 
 

In the upcoming weeks, the children will be exploring electricity and 

creating their own circuits in Science.  
 

YEAR 5 

Year 5 have been transported back to the Victorian era this term, 
learning about who Queen Victoria was, when the Victorian era 

took place and what life was like for the rich and poor. 
 

They have enhanced their unders tanding of this period of history 
by reading ‘Street Child’ by Berlie Doherty in Reading and English 

lessons and have some produced some incredible diary entries 
from the point of view of the main character.  
 

YEAR 6 

Year 6 have become historians this term, learning about World 

War 2 and what life was like in the 1930s and 1940s. They have 
developed their  understanding of this significant period of history 

by reading 'Letters from the Lighthouse' and experiencing an 
evacuation day. They have written their own non-chronological 
reports, investigated primary sources and put themselves in the 

shoes of a child living during the war. We have been impressed 
with the enthusiasm the children have portrayed during their 

Term 5 project.  
 

FIDGET TOYS 

There are a number of children who, for different reasons, benefit from the use of fidget 
toys and devices, as other children require other resources to help with their learning. 

However, lots of children are now bringing in fidget toys and are then swapping them, 
which is causing arguments. This often happens around popular things, but if your children 

do not need them, please could we ask that they do not bring them in to school, unless 
this has been agreed in advance by the school.   
 

ATTENDANCE AND ASSEMBLIES 

Attendance remains high in the school, at around 96%. Over the past weeks several 

classes have managed 100% attendance, which is fantastic. It’s been great sharing the 
news about this as well as the Headteacher bronze badge winners in my regular online 

whole school assembly.  
 

COVID 19 UPDATE 

The need to drop and go or collect and loop round remains. This is not just about the 
gathering but about keeping a flow of people making sure the paths are useable for all. 
 

Please do not stop after collecting one child in FS, Year 1 or Year 3, at the end of the day, 

in order to wait for the next. The play equipment is not to be used at the end of the day 
and this area cannot be a waiting area. We are very much asking for your support in this 

matter. 
 

The Government Guidance has been updated for schools on May 10th, and remains very 
strict and comprehensive and the following remains;  
 

‘Remind parents about the process at collection and drop off and to not gather 
at the gates or come on to the site without an appointment’.  

 
 



 
 
Schools remain needing to encourage social distancing, continue to maintain enhanced 

cleaning within the setting, continue with the  more regular hand cleaning, to continue to 
keep ventilation and promote catch it, bin it, kill it. Schools are also being asked to 

maintain distinct group bubbles, which do not mix. 
 

Staff continue to complete Rapid Antigen Tests regularly and report the results.  
 

I appreciate there is an eagerness to return school life to normal and that is happening 
gradually. With holidays and travel as well as wider social mixing (including hugs), it is 
likely that schools are being asked to continue this vigilance while these other things open 

and to monitor the results.  
 

We are very much hoping that by keeping as many safety aspects in place, as per the 
government guidance, when we start to go through Term 6, we will be able to safely host 
and organise events, however different or adapted, which will mean the most to children 

and parents. However, with the ongoing uncertainty about variants in the news, which is 
a worry for us all, we will only take these steps if it is safe to do so. 

 
As per previous newsletters, can I remind parents that dogs are not allowed on the school 
site at any time. 

 

CLASS PHOTOS AND EXTERNAL GROUPS 

Some of the next steps we are taking as a school, include the organising of class photos 
in June and the reintroduction of a small number 

of external sports clubs and groups, which have 
been organised and staggered to be specific to 

certain groups of children. These are being 
arranged after great consideration and as safely as 
possible.  

 
Individual Photos in a school the size of Parkwood are difficult to organise when you can 

mix children and staff, let alone when you can’t, but we are working with the company to 
review the prospects of this, even if it is limited to the youngest children. We will keep 
parents updated.  

 

YEAR 3 GET THE WORKS! 
We’ve had a lovely delivery to Year 3 today.  The staff at The 

Works, Maidstone have been collecting Cancer Research UK 

bookmarks from cu stomers who have purchased them and 

then donated them back to The Works. They have chosen Parkwood Primary School to 

donate the first collection of bookmarks to, on behalf of our Year 3 pupil Joshua MacGregor, 

for the children to use. All Year 3 children now have a lovely new bookmark which is a 

great reward for all their efforts with their reading this year. 

HOLIDAYS 

We have had a number of requests from families for holidays in the upcoming school 

weeks. I very much appreciate that families have been through some incredibly tough 
times over the last seventeen months and that some have suffered financially as well as 

personally. Postponed or rearranged breaks are coming through and with the 
reintroduction of travel and the expense involved, I can understand why families are 
considering this option, however, the Local Authority advice to schools, sent last month, 

is as follows:- 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

“Attendance at school - It is vital that children regularly attend school for their educational 

progress, for their wellbeing, and for their wider development. Attendance has been 
mandatory since 8 March 2021 and the usual rules on attendance apply, including: · 
parents’ duty to ensure that their child of compulsory school age attends regularly at the 

school where the child is a registered pupil · schools’ responsibilities to record attendance 
and follow up absence · the ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices, in 

line with local authorities’ codes of conduct. Local authorities and schools have a range of 
legal powers to enforce attendance if a child or young person misses school without a valid 
reason.” 
 

Schools are also under pressure to have high levels of attendance to aid the catch up on 

learning that we are trying really hard to achieve since the children returned to school 
over two months ago. However, as a school it is also vitally important to us that we work 

in partnership with our parents and keep a really positive relationship with our families.   
 

Once again, thank you for your ongoing support and your ongoing contributions to the 
current Teams based parents evenings and we wish our families who are returning to work 
all the best in managing the situation successfully.  

 
Mr A Moir 

Headteacher 
 

 

DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
17th May Parent Consultation Week  

25th May Year 6 School Health 

28th May Last Day of Term 

  7th June Staff Development Day – No Children in School 

  8th June Term 6 – Children back to school 

24th June Class Photos 

28th June Foundation Stage – Health, Weight, Vision and Hearing 

29th June Foundation Stage – Health, Weight, Vision and Hearing 

30th Jun  Foundation Stage – Health, Weight, Vision and Hearing 

 1st July  Foundation Stage – Health, Weight, Vision and Hearing  

22nd July Last Day of Term 

 
 

  



 

 
INFORMATION FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS – PARENT GOVERNOR REQUEST 

What do the Governors do? 

It’s a question I often get asked by my friends. 
The best explanation I’ve heard is one that relates to football (sorry if that’s not your 
thing, but it will help I promise!) 

 
The manager is the expert and has been found by the Owners to get the best out of 

the club. The manager finds the best coaches who can help make the players the best at 
what they do. They decide what the rules are for the players, manage the day-to-

day/operational side of things, decides on strategy/tactics. Works closely with the 
coaching team to make sure everything is running well…that the players turn up to 
practice and are doing everything they can t make sure they perform well. 

 

The Headteacher is THE MANAGER 
 

The Coaches are well trained, highly motivated, experts, specialists, put in a brilliant 

performance whenever they are at work because the players look to them as an 
example. They were all players once so know how it works…some of them are experts in 

defence, some are strikers but they all work together to make sure the players are the 
best they can be. 

THE STAFF ARE THE COACHES 

 
Football clubs have boards. The board appoint the manager, set targets with the 

manager, oversee the finances, ensure the best use of resources, provide challenge & 
support, not necessarily football experts, ambitious for success etc etc. 
 

THE GOVERNORS ARE THE BOARD. The Owners are the Local Authority 
 

Then, if you ask a football club who are the most important people, what do they say? 

The PLAYERS! You desperately want them to come, work really hard on practice and the 
match  - and at the end of the match, whether they have won or not, know they have 
done the best they could for themselves and the team. 
 

THE CHILDREN/STUDENTS ARE THE PLAYERS. 
 

Then there is another group – the supporters. They turn up every week, cheering the 

team on, wanting them to do well. Even if things aren’t going too well they are there…on 
the sidelines….cheering and singing. They are really proud of their team and the team 

work very hard because they want the supporters to be proud.  
 

THE PARENTS/CARERS AND THE COMMUNITY ARE THE SUPPORTERS 
 

The Governors… Most of us couldn’t kick a football if our life depended on it, but we are 
passionate about wanting our “club” to succeed, because we care about the players and 

the community.  Importantly, we know the right questions to ask of the Manager and 
Coaching Staff.  
 

 We are responsible for ensuring there is a clarity of vision, ethos and 
strategic direction for the school (not the same as the tactics mentioned 

above, but irreversibly linked together) 
 We hold the Headteacher to account for the educational results of the 

school and its pupils 
 We oversee the financial performance of the school and make sure its 

money is well spent 
 

Our Governing Body is made of of people from various backgrounds. We have an HR 

specialist with a career working for the Foreign Office, who was honoured by the Queen 
for his work in helping those with mental health problems who were returning from Iraq 

and Afghanistan. A Senior Manager of a bank. Our local Vicar. The Deputy Director of 
Safeguarding for a local authority. The former head of SEND provision for Medway Council. 

A former Supermarket Manager (that’s me). A Finance Audit Manager for a multinational 
accountancy firm. 
 

 



 
 
A former Kent Gymnastics Coach and current volunteer at Medway Hospital. Until recently 

we also had a specialist in mental health, and a customer service advisor with Medway 
Council. 
 

What we currently do NOT have are parent governors. An unfortunate coincidence has 

meant that both our Parent Governors have had to leave before the end of their term, and 
both at the same time. I am desperate to make sure we have parent representation on 

our board, as it’s really important that we have a representative of the parent body. You 
don’t need specialist knowledge…we’ve got all that covered…we need true voices from the 
local community who are also parents at the school, who can sometimes tell us how school 

policies are being applied, and have knowledge from the perspective of a parent that we 
may not have. We are a friendly, welcoming and inclusive group of very dedicated people 

and your contribution would be highly valued.  
 

So once again, I am asking for volunteers to step forward to help us be the best school 
we can be. If you would like to put yourself forward for the position of Parent Governor, 
please email the school office (office@parkwoodprimary.org.uk) marked for the attention 

of Mr T Wildman – Parent Governor position. 
 

I really hope to see you soon! 
 

Terry Wildman 
Chair of Governors  

 

 
 


