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Dear Parents/Carers  
 

Although the majority of classes will be online learning this week, as we are only able to 
adequately staff a smaller number of classes, I wanted to share the progress of the 
children, regardless of whether this is ‘home’ or ‘away’.  
 

 
FOUNDATION STAGE – THE ‘SHAPE’ OF THINGS TO COME… 
Foundation Stage have been going ‘shape crazy’ for the past few weeks. 

They have based their work on the artist ‘Mondrian’ who was very 
passionate about the use of shapes in his work. Our youngest children 

have been creating their own masterpieces.  
 

Children have also been practicing writing their names, which many are getting better at 
and this skipped quickly on to those all important letters to Father Christmas. The 

Foundation Stage staff are really proud of the children’s progress.  
 

The children have also been getting into the story of ‘Stick Man’. Basing work and ideas 
around the story. Some of the children are completing work in school and some at home, 

but the children are all joining in with ideas and, in some cases, pushing themselves to 
join the online learning of older brothers and sisters. Which is very ambitious! My thanks 
to Mrs Baker and the Foundation Stage team for all their hard work.  
 

 
YEAR ONE 
Mr Davis is brimming with enthusiasm for what Year 1 have achieved in the past term. 

He describes the year group as ‘heroes’. Even without the dressing up 
as heroes, which they have also done. The children have shown a love 

of reading and the books in class. More and more children are joining 
in and helping with the reading. They are also improving their problem 
solving and number work.  
 

Another massive improvement that Year 1 have made is around their independence at 
the beginning and end of the day and keeping themselves organised and tidy. A great 
life skill. Whether in school or at home, as they have been and continue to be both, Mr 

Davis says they have done it all with smiles on their faces and as a team (including on 
TEAMS). Well done Year 1! As Mr Davis says ‘Growing Up Fast’! Woooosh.  
 

 

YEAR TWO 
Year 2, until this week, have been flying along in school. They even managed to complete 

‘in class’ Christmas parties which, in Woodpecker class at least, involved pinning the tail 
to a reindeer. As much as this was a celebration of Christmas, it would 
also have been a celebration of another term of achievements and 

hard work. Mrs Randall has pointed to plenty of good progress in 
Reading and that lots of this is down to the support from parents at 

home reading with their children. Thank you.  
 

Mrs Randall also says that their learning in general has been very impressive, including 
in their current ‘Robot’ based topic. Discussing the little electronic fellows and completing 

Design and Technology work around them. What a great thing to R2D do.  
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

YEAR THREE 
Mrs Pigott has congratulated the year group on their ability to move seamlessly between 

school and online learning, as they have had to, twice this term, and for two of the 
classes, now back again.  
 

In addition, the first batch of pen licences have now winged their way, via post, to the 

first group of children who have shown they are ready to push on 
from the world of the pencil. Although I had to do my assembly for 
Year 3 recorded on TEAMS, it was great to be able to talk to them as 

I’m certain it was for those bread kings at Warburtons, who worked 
with Dolphin class this term and will do so with Stingray and Shark 

in the new year.  
During early December, classrooms were transformed into winter wonderlands, with 

snowflakes being designed and made as well as the traditional paper chains.  
 

Mrs Pigott and the Year Three team also wanted to give a special mention to the support 
from parents for the online learning and what a big part they have played in making it a 
success.  
 

 
YEAR FOUR 
Year 4 have been finding out about the Amazon Rainforest and have plunged themselves 

into a full immersion in the undergrowth of trees and creatures 
by decorating classrooms to suit the rainforest theme. The 

children have learnt about the geography of the rainforests as 
well as the inhabitants. What has really gripped the children is 

the discussion and work around deforestation and how humans 
have impacted on the climate. 
 

During home learning, children have created some fantastic poems (some of which have 
been shared with me and are wonderful) as well as art work, all inspired by ‘The Great 

Kapok Tree’. Children empathised in diaries with the thoughts of ‘The Woodcutter’.  
 

Miss Moore, the Year 4 leader, has also thanked parents for the excellent support for 
Home Learning. Engagement has been very high and the feedback and level of contact 

brilliant. She feels everyone should be proud and I agree.  
 

Some of Year 4 will be working in school this week and some will be working from home, 
either way, I know it will be managed brilliantly well by the team.  
 

 
YEAR FIVE 
Mrs Kirk has written to me to say how amazed she’s been by the resilience and 

perseverance which the children have shown in their approach to all aspects of school 
life. They have adapted to the changes in the school environment, a new way of learning  

and have shown positivity, independence and enthusiasm when doing so. Mrs Kirk points 
to some excellent diary entries, inspired by their year group text ‘There’s a Boy in the 

Girl’s Bathroom’ by Louis Sacher. Maths Lessons have seen the 

children develop their Number and Place Value skills and they have 
solved some really tricky problems and reasoning tasks.  
 

But Year 5 have also been showing curiosity in their Science work, 

creativity in their art work and been building their French skills. 
Class assemblies have continued, engagement has been really high 

and Miss Gladman and Mrs Oseni have joined Mrs Kirk in saying how proud they are of 
the children and to thank Parents for their support.  
 

 

YEAR SIX 
Do not read on if squeamish… 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 
Year 6 have been fully engrossed in their science lessons related to circulation. After 

learning about the heart they then had the opportunity to study and explore 
a real lamb’s heart. They were able to see the veins and arteries and explore 

the thickness of the walls. The children then made blood using different foods 
to represent the different blood cells.  
 

Photos of this experience will be available on the website.  
 

Year 6, in terms of staff and children, have been the most directly affected 

by Coronavirus. It is obviously a worry and to the great credit of the team 
that they have rallied around and maintained support for the children and their families, 
with so many individuals within the year group, having been poorly.  
 

Mrs Blackwell, Miss Edgley, Mrs McCormack and the whole Year 6 team wanted to extend 
their thanks for the support and engagement in online learning which both the children 
and their families have shown in the past few weeks.  
 

 
THIS WEEK, JANUARY AND BEYOND 
Our sincere hope is that, following Christmas and a greater separation between the 

children, they will be able to return in January, in the same way they came in at the start 
of this term, using the same start and finish times.  
 

It is vital that at the end of the Christmas Holiday, Parents make the judgement about 

their own children and if they have any doubt about themselves or their children being 
unwell, or if you’ve tested positive and your child needs to be self isolating, please do 

not send them in, or the whole process of sending children home would need to start 
again. It’s a great chance for a fresh start and we all want to make it work.  
 

Can I take this opportunity to thank our parents for their support at what has been a 

very challenging time. Teachers and indeed, Headteachers, love seeing the children at 
this time of year. Performing, smiling, eating their Christmas dinners and generally 
enjoying all the glitter and fun which goes on during the festive season. All of us feel sad 

for the children and for school life in general, that this hasn’t happened this year. Let’s 
hope and keep our fingers crossed that 2021 brings good news and the chance to get 

things back to normal education as soon as possible. We will keep parents fully up to 
date as Term 3 approaches.  
 

The last day for in school learning is Thursday 17th December, for online learning Friday 

18th December. 

We look forward to welcoming the children back on Tuesday 5th January 2021. 

 

 
 

 
Mr A Moir 
Headteacher 

 
 

 


