
 

 
HEADTEACHER NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN 2020 

 
Thank you and Please Carry On 

I wanted to say a massive thank you to the vast majority of our families and 
parents, who in such a huge school community, have endured the daily 

responsibility of social distancing, wearing masks and dropping and going. There 
is fatigue and tiredness in every part of the country but this makes it even more 

important to hold firm and carry on. This majority of families are keeping our 
children and our staff safe and it is genuinely appreciated. The more people who 

continue doing this next term, the more confident our staff will feel, many of 
who would themselves be considered clinically vulnerable, to keep going with 

what is a hugely challenging situation in schools and obviously worrying for 
many individuals. It’s not easy leaving the distance and wearing masks day after 

day, but those days need to continue into the winter months and we ask that 

you persevere for the good of our whole community. You will never know how 
many people you are keeping safe by doing these things but my strong feeling is 

that it is the dedication of our families to these safety measures which have and 
will continue to keep Parkwood open and firing on as many cylinders as possible. 

Not everyone will follow the school and government advice, but the more who 
do, the more chance we have of keeping the education and learning of the 

children going, in school and of course will limit the risk of infection.  
 

School Time 
For the duration of Term 2, staggered school start times will remain as 

they are now. These times remain available on the school website. The current 
set up with siblings, despite being a big and complicated operation for the 

school, will also continue.  
 

In reviewing Term 1 and with full consultation with staff and governors, 

we want to offer a few minor changes, to bring a stronger sense of 
normality to the lives of the children and our families; 

 
School Bags 

From Term 2, children can once again bring school bags in to school. This will be 
only book bags in the Infant part of the school (Foundation Stage, Year 1 and 

Year 2) and sensible ruck sacks in the Junior part of the school (Years 3,4,5 and 
6). Any risk this may entail in terms of children gathering in cloakrooms will be 

managed by teachers and year groups, who are all aware of the expectations. 
Children will go to the cloakrooms in small, separated groups. Which will be a 

little more time consuming, but will be safer. My main request to parents is 
that only the things children are bringing in at the moment, come in. 

Albeit in a bag. Parents who do not wish their children to bring bags, can of 
course, continue to send their children in as they are.  

 

Sunshine Before and After School Club 
From Term 2, the sunshine club will once again be an option for before and after 

school care for the children. The Sunshine Club in an independent company and 
have sent separate information. They have been hugely accommodating in terms 

of working around current staggered times at no extra cost to our families. They 
have also made it clear that if they need to close as a result of a positive case in 



their club, they will and the children in the club as well as the children in the 

year group of the affected individual, would need to self-isolate. 
 

Door and Windows and Warm Clothing 
I have spoken at length to Year Leaders and Senior Leaders about needing to 

use good judgment during the late autumn and winter months ahead of us. 
Wherever possible, windows will remain open to keep ventilation and fresh air in 

classrooms. However, in rain, and cold weather, doors may need to close and 
sensible choices made to keep children warm and comfortable. 

 
With this in mind, we are fully supportive of a suspension to the normal 

expectations of clothing and footwear in schools. Children will need to remain 
wearing their usual uniforms, but parents are more than welcome for their 

children to bring in plain extra jumpers, hoodies or cardigans in the months 
ahead. Plain leggings for girls and plain jogging bottoms are also acceptable in 

the colder months. In addition, sensible, practical footwear, which keeps the 

children warm, are also given a free pass until the weather gets warmer. We 
want to keep the children outside in the fresh air as often as we can. This may 

mean they get muddy from time to time, but the alternative of a winter spent 
cooped up, is something we wish to avoid. 

 
A number of parents have expressed concern about continuing staggered start 

times in wet weather. This isn’t something we can change, as the need to 
separate year groups as much as we can remains and there is no guidance to 

suggest this should change when the weather is poor. Arriving as close to start 
times, dropping and going wherever possible, taking advantage of the schools 

offer around siblings and good clothing and umbrellas, would be the best way 
forward.  

 
We hope these measures for Term 2, continue to improve our offer in 

these strange days.  

 
Attendance and Online Learning 

Attendance at school is now well over 96%. This is really great. Far higher than 
the local and national average and is really helping us to make up lost learning 

and help the children make good progress. In the event of part of wider closure, 
all our staff are ready to start online learning, to a high standard, wherever this 

is needed.  
 

Parking and Drop Off 
I would ask parents, especially at such busy staggered start and finish times, to 

continue to park legally and sensibly. With so many people showing patience and 
queuing at distance every day, it would be fantastic if the few people choosing to 

park on the zig zags, could follow their excellent example as well as making the 
safe and sensible choices about driving and parking near a busy school.  

 

Absence Requests 
A reminder to parents that absence requests for significant life events or 

circumstances can only be authorised for the day of the event and the 
reasonable journey time to get there. As a school we cannot authorise absence 

for longer holidays or family visits. The school office always give fair and 
informed advice and will be able to help with requests if you are unsure. 



Polite Reminder 

Please remember we are a ‘nut-free’ school.  We do have children with 
significant allergies in school.  This includes Nutella spread and cereal bars which 

contain nuts.  
 

Parent Consultations 
As a school, we hope parents are ready for the parent consultations, virtually, at 

the start of next term. These meetings will need to stick to the ten minutes and I 
would ask that they are conducted in a quiet place so that these conversations 

can be constructive. The meetings are to discuss the children’s work, well-being 
and progress and wider conversations about other concerns should take place in 

a more focused online meeting or in a phone conversation, which can be 
arranged with teachers. We hope these meetings are constructive and helpful. 

We will continue online meetings as an option for busy families into the future.  
 

Assemblies 

Online assemblies on Teams have now been rolled out to a whole year group and 
it worked really well. Year 1 were fantastic, answered some really tricky quiz 

questions and have paved the way for assemblies to all year groups next term.  
 

Farewell Mrs Easom 
We want to wish the best of luck to our highly talented specialist teacher Mrs 

Easom, who after many years supporting Parkwood is now becoming a fully 
independent specialist teacher. I'm sure as a school we will work with her again 

and we all want to wish her great success in the next stage of her career as well 
as thank her for all she has down for the school.  

 
Harvest 

What an incredible effort our families have made in terms of the Harvest gifts for 
‘Caring Hands’. So many people are struggling at the moment, both those who 

will get the food as well as those giving it and we have all been so grateful for 

your generous offers. Here is a glance at how kind you have been.  
 

 
 

To all our families and all the staff.  Thank you for your ongoing support and 
commitment to the safety and learning of the children. My best wishes for a 

relaxing, healthy and happy half term. 
 

Mr A Moir 
Headteacher 


