
 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
I’d firstly like to echo Mr Moir’s appreciation of your continued support for the school community at this 
unprecedented time of challenge, and I also wanted to endorse his message to you about our readiness to 
take action to keep your children and our staff safe. 
 
I know that when we returned to school in June after the first lockdown, some in the community felt that 
our Risk Assessment and the measures that came from it were excessive, that we had gone “too far” and I 
was made aware of comments that other schools in the area had not taken the same cautious approach. 
 
It has been a real source of pride for us that our attendance (other than those self-isolating) has been even 
higher than we would normally expect at this time of year and higher than the national and Medway 
average.  
 
I believe this is because the measures that we have put in place have helped parents and children to feel 
that our school is as safe as it can possibly be given the current health crisis, and that you know we have 
always, and will continue to, put the safety of children and staff first.  We feel entirely justified that our 
approach was the right one and want to thank you for the confidence you have shown in the staff at 
Parkwood.   
 
The school are getting increasing pressure from the Local Authority as our attendance figures are now 
dropping. 
 
We fully understand and support the individual decisions of parents who now feel that the safest option 
may be to keep their children home, or they have vulnerable people within their household, and would 
simply ask that you update the school in order that we fully understand those circumstances, wherever 
possible.  
 
Whilst we cannot formally “authorise” any absences unless your child is sick or self-isolating, we will not 
seek to ask the Local Authority to impose fines. We won’t prioritise anything over the safety of our staff 
and your children and we don’t expect you to either. 
 
Mr Moir has made you aware of the current staffing situation in school, which means we are getting ever 
closer to the point at which we can’t guarantee that we can stay within the demands of our own Risk 
Assessment. We are in almost daily contact and every decision made, has been done so with the full 
support of the Governing Body. 
 
Local Authority and Government have made it clear that the Headteacher and Governing Body alone, are 
responsible and accountable for Health and Safety in school.  
We have a moral (and legal) duty to keep staff and children safe, first and foremost and we take that very 
seriously. In March, we made the decision to close before Government told us we had to, because that was 
the right thing to do for our community at the time. 
 
 



 
 
If we have to make the tough decision to close Classes, Year Groups, or as a last resort, the whole school, 
then we won’t hesitate to do that and it will be because we believe we can’t keep staff and children safe in 
school. It’s not a decision we would take lightly, as we firmly believe that it’s better for the mental health 
of the children to be in school. We will of course have a full online learning offer for all children working 
from home. 
 
As a Governing Body and as Chair of Governors, I wanted to thank the entire school community for the way 
they have come together to mutually support each other, back the decisions made by the school even 
when they have caused significant disruption and for all our hard work at Parkwood in trying to keep this 
nasty and harmful virus outside the school grounds and away from the staff and children.  
 
Terry Wildman 
Chair of Governors 
 
 


